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I. ttF AT PARTY TN TNTFREST 

The real party in interest for this appeal is Yazaki North America, Inc. having its 
principal place ofbusiness at 6801 Haggerty Road, Canton, Michigan 48187. 
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H. TtFVI.ATED APF *-AT.S AND INTERFERENCES 

Applicants (hereinafter, "Appellants") are not aware of any related appeals or 
interferences that would affect the Board's decision on the current appeal. 
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Ul. ATTTS OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-12 and 17-29 are pending. Claims 1-12 and 17-28 stand finally rejected. 
Claims 1-5, 7-12, 17-21 and 23-28 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mizusawa (U.S. Patent No. 4,488,206). Claims 6 and 22 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Mizusawa in view of the Appellants' admitted prior art 
(Figures 1 and 2). Claim 29 was allowed. Appellants appeal from the final rejection of claims 
1-12 and 17-28, which are presented in the Claims Appendix. 
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IV . *tattiS OF AMENPMENXS 
There are no outstanding after-final amendments to the claims. 
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v . gTTTVfMARY OF ri ATMFD SUBJECT MATTER 

A shield, also referred to as a plug, is provided for enclosing an opening within a wall of 
a hollow pillar and for securing a wire harness running through the pillar. (See Appellants' 
specification, page 3, paragraph [0008]). The shield includes a base that is generally planar in 
shape. Alternatively, the shield can be a one-p.eee monolithic structure comprised of, for 
example, an elastic polymer. Projecting out from the base are at least two clips or locks that 
resiliency engage the edge of the opening and secure the shield within the opening. At least one 
of the locks is located at one end of the shield, while at least one other of the locks is located at 
the opposite end of the shield. Each of the locks includes a head or end portion that is generally 
r0 unded or arcuate in shape, which assists in alignment of the shield. (See Appellants' 
specification, pages 4 and 5, paragraph [0013]). 

The base of the shield further includes two or more tensioners projecting out from the 
base that resiliently engage the edge of the opening when the shield is inserted into and encloses 
the opening. At least one tensioner is located along one side of the base or edge of the shield, 
while at least one other of the tensioners is located along the opposite side of the base. In one 
embodiment, a first tensioner is located along a first side of the base, while a second tensioner is 
located along a second side of the base directly opposite from the first tensioner. (See 
Appellants' specification, page 5, paragraph [0014]). 

Also located along each side of the base is a stabilizer that resiliently engages the wall 
when the shieid is secured in the opening. Each stabler comprises a pair of protrusions that 

while any forces they generate that run parallel to the base are cancelled out by one another. (See 
Appellants' specification, page 6, paragraph [0016]). 
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The shield further includes one or more fasteners for securing a wire harness, whether the 
wire harness transitions from outside the pillar into the pillar ox is fastened completely within the 
pillar. Two types of fasteners are provided. The first comprises one or more clips that project 
out from the base and secures a wire harness that is placed down into the clip. Alternatively, a 
wi.e harness can be secure* to the shield through use of a separate component, such as, for 
^ple, a dip or loop that secures the wire harness and then attaches to the shield. (See 
Appellants 5 specification, page 6, paragraph [0017]). 

As the shield is brought into close proximity to the opening, the end portions of the lock, 
and tensioners come into contact with the flanged edges that define the opening. Due to the end 
portions being generally rounded or arcuate in shape, the shield tends to slide or move into an 
initial proper alignment with respect to the opening. (See Appellants' specification, page 7, 
paragraph [0018]). 

As further force is applied to position the shield within the opening, both the locks and 
tensioners recently engage the edge of the opening. At a predetermined depth through the 
opening, the locks engage the edge such that the shield becomes "locked" into place and cannot 
be readily withdrawn from the opening. While in this state, each of the resilient locks is 
compressed up against the edge. As a result of being compressed up agamst the edge, each of 
the locks generates a force that tends to push the shield away from the portion of the edge that 
engages the lock. As there is at least one lock located at each end of the shield, opposing forces 
are generated. These opposing forces generated by the compressed locks tend to counteract each 
other, causing the shield to align within the opening along a first axis, e.g., Y-axis, that is 
generally parallel with the wall. (See Appellants' specification, page 7, paragraph [0019]). 
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Upon ^silienUy engaging the edge of <he opening, ft. Knsioners d. become 
compresseo up .gains, «he edge. Upon being compressed, each of ft. .ensioners genera.es a 
force .hat .ends » push dre shield away from <he portion of*, edge .ha, engages ft. .ensioner. 
AS one or more of Ore «ension«rs is placed .long bo.h of d,e rwo opposing sides of ,he base, the 
fees gyrated hy ft. doners .end » counterac, each often As a read, of ftese opposing 
forces, ft« shield tends «o align wiftin the opening along a second axis, e.g., X-axis, which is 
.Uo generally parallel v*h <be wall. (See Appellants' specifieadoo, page 8, paragraph [0020]). 

As fte shreld is inserted into me opening, me smbilizers resilienfly engage a portion of 
,h= wall surrounding me opening. Tne sttbllizers subsequendy become compressed up .gains, 
fte waH as me shield is locked wiftin me opening. As a ream, of being compressed, the resilien, 
s^hilizers generate « overal. foroe ft., .ends «. push me shie!d away from me wall. However, 
the shield remains engaged wimin me opening due ,o me locks. (See Appelant specficarion, 
page 8, paragraph [0021]). 

Through me use of me locks «ha. resU.en.ly engage fte edge of fte opening, me shield 
amomadcally aligns within the opening along a flrs, axis, regardless of variances in fte siae of 
fte opening due ,o accepted tolerances in me manufacuning process. Similarly, .he shield 
antomarically aligns wimin fte opening along a second axis due . me use of me .ensioners that 
also resiliendy engage dre edge of Ore opening. The firs, and second axes are roughly 
perpendicular ,o one anofter. However, dre reladonship be,ween dre flrs, and second axes is no, 
taittd * dus example, bu, instead is dependen, only on ,he general shape of Are shield. (See 
Appellants' specification, page 9, paragraph [0023]). 

In contrast to the locks and tenders, the stabilizers secure the shield along a third axis 
that lies perpendicular to the fust and second axes. The resultant tension created by the 
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stabilizers helps prevent movement of the shield within the opening, thereby further minimizing 
the chances that the wire harness should detach from the shield, or that the shield generate noise 
due to "rattling" and the like. (See Appellants' specification, page 9, paragraph [0024]). 
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VL ^QTT^nS OF Q P.TF.f7TT ON TO BF 'RFVTF.WFT) ON APPEAL 

In the Final Office Action, the following rejections were made: 

(A) Claims 1-5, 7-12, 17-21 and 23-28 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Mizusawa (U.S. Patent No. 4,488,206). 

(B) Claims 6 and 22 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mizusawa in view of the Appellants' admitted prior art (Figures 1 and 2). 

Accordingly, the issues presented in this Appeal are: 

1) Whether claims 1-5, 7-12, 17-21 and 23-28 are patentable over Mizusawa, and 

2) Whether claims 6 and 22 are patentable over Mizusawa in view of the Appellants' 
admitted prior art (Figures 1 and 2). 
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m ARGUMENT 

Issue 1: Rejections under 35 U.S-C. § 102 

The Examiner rejeced Cairns 1-5. 7-12, 17-2, and 23-28 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 4,4 88 ,20« to Mrsusawa. "A claim Is anticipated only if 
each and every .lament as m form us the Calm is tad. either expressly or inherently 

described, in a single prior art reference." M*. *o, > «*- « * 2 

U.S.P.Q.2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Cir. 1987). See M.P.E.P. § 213!. As set fordl below, Mizusaw. 

does no. tench or suggest each and every dement of claims 1-5, 7-12, ,7-21, and 23-2S. 

Accordingly, Appellants respectfufiy revest the Board to reverse the rejection of dtese claims. 

A. Mfcusnw. Hto to Teach or Sugg... Each and Every •» Independent 

Claims 1,17, 25, and 27. 

n.),,., 1 and 17 

^dependent claim 1 is direct to a plug flra, inserts into an opening in the wall of a 
hollow post. The ping encloses the opening and secures a wire harness ma, runs within the 
hollow post. The plug include* at lea,, two locks projecting from me surface of the plug. The 
M. recently engage an edge of the opening and align the plug along a first axis. The plug 
ftrtter include, a. least wo tonsioners, and a, leas, one stabilizer projecting ftom the surface of 
the plug. The dinners resiliently engage an edge of me opening and align me plug along a 
second axis. The stabilizer resi.iemly engage, the wdl of me hollow post "slffllisgj^ion 
^^^^i,^,^^" Mizusawa does not tench or suggest a stabilizer rha, exerts 
tension along a third axis, as required by claim 1 . 

Shnilarly, independent claim 17 ia directed to a pillar shield for securing a wit. harness 
nmning within a pillar. The pillar shield includes a, leas, two clips, a, leas, two rensioners, and 
« W two smbilizers, e*=b projecting on, ftom fit. body of me pi.hu shield. The dips align the 

12 
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pillar shield within the opening of the pillar along a first axis. The tensions are resiliency 
compressed by an edge of the opening aligning the pillar shield along a second axis. The 
stabilizers are resiliently compressed by the wall of the pillar "gen ^m ai ^ directed along 
!kjm ^ bgtw^n said pillar slueld »nd the wall of the pBg." Like claim 1, Mizusawa does 
not teach or suggest a stabilizer that generates tension directed along a third axis, as required by 
claim 17- 

Rather, Mizusawa discloses a fixing structure for securing a lamp housing to a body 
panel of a vehicle. The lamp housing is defined by a lamp case having a flange that extends 
outwardly from the edge of the lamp case. The flange is designed to engage the body panel at 
the periphery edge of the opening. (See Mizusawa, col. 3, lines 53-58) The lamp housing 
further includes positioning ribs that protrude from the side surfaces of the lamp housing. (Id. at 
col. 4 lines 32-56). Affixed between these ribs are plastic fastener members that engage the 
opening of the vehicle body panel to secure the lamp housing. The fasteners protrude slightly 
above the ribs to engage the edge of the body panel, (fit at col. 4, lines 57- col. 5 line 16). 
When the lamp housing is inserted into the body panel opening, a seal packing (resembling a 
gasket) is provided between the flange of the lamp housing and the body panel. The Examiner 
alleges (See Final Office Action, pages 2 and 5) that the seal packhlg is the "stabilizer" of claims 
1 and 17. Thus, according to the Examiner, the seal packing provided between the body panel 
and the lamp housing of Mizusawa teaches both a stabilizer for "exenmgj^ within the plug 
along a third axis » as required by claim 1, and a stabilizer for "feneratins tension , directed 
along a third axis," as required by claim 17. Appellants, respectfully disagree. As explained by 

Mizusawa, 

...the resilient pieces 17 of the fastener ^mbers 14 which 
protrude from the ribs 20 engage the edge of the insertion hole 6. 
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Then they are pushed inwardly by the edge as they slip past the 
edge of the hole. About the time that the seal packing 5 12 ts tupped 
wiTh moderate pressure between the flange 4 and tteW> ' P a nel 5 
the resilient pieces 17 slide past the rear side of the edge ot tne 
insertion hole and regain their original shape, causing the engaging 
feces 18 thereof to come into fast engagement with the rear side ot 
the edge of the insertion hole. (See Mizusawa, col. 5, line 64 - col. 
6, line 7). } 
to other words, it is the fastener members that provide the moderate pressure to "nip the seal 

packing, not the seal packing itself, as alleged by the Examine, (See Final Office Action, 

Response to Arguments, page 1 1). Indeed, the seal packing is wholly incapable of exerting or 

generating a tension along a third axis, as is required by claims 1 and 17. Moreover, there is 

Simply no teaching or suggestion in Mizusawa that the seal packing exerts or generates a tension 

along a third axis. At most, Mizusawa teaches that the seal packing provides some level of 

sealing between the lamp housing and the body panel. Therefore, for at least this reason, claims 

1 and 17 are not anticipated by the Mizusawa patent and are in condition for allowance. 

Similarly, dependent claims 2-12 and 18-24 are also in condition for allowance, for at least the 

same reason. Accordingly, Appellants request the Board to reverse the rejection of these claims. 

Claims 17. 7.5. and 27 

Independent claims 17, 25, and 27 are directed to a pillar shield for securing a wire 
harness running within a pillar. Each of these claims recites a shield having "a generally planar 
shaped body" designed to close the opening in the wall of the pillar. The lamp housing 
disclosed in Mizusawa does not have a generally planar shaped body, as required by claims 17, 
25, and 27. 

It is well settled that to anticipate a claim, the reference must teach every element of the 
claim. "A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set forth in the claim is found, 
either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference." Verdegaal Bros. v. 
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mm oa Co. o/CaltTorma, 814 F.2d 628, 63!, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Ci, 1987). 
Further, the identical invention must be shot™ in as complete detail as is contained in the claim. 
BM. v. Suznfc Mo,or Co., 868 F.2d ,226, 1236, 9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989), 
Emphasis Added. 

As discussed above, Ivnzusawa discloses a fixing structure for securing a lamp bousing to 
a body panel of a vehicle. Tbe lamp housing includes a lamp case sb^iik-^O^^ 
JSM, (See Mizusawa, coU, lines 25-28). Further, Mizusawa describes its fixing Structure as 
being "applicable to any lamp housing 1 on the condition that the housing is provided with such 
flanges 4 as mentioned above and also with a lamp case 2." In other words, Misusawa has 
limited the lamp housing to a non-planar, box-like structure so that it is capable of encasing a 
lamp. Although Appellants concede that individual surfaces of the lamp case may be generally 
planar, the lamp housing as a whole, which the Examiner alleges is the "generally planar shaped 
body" of claims 17, 25, and 27, is dearly non-planar. (See Final Office Action, pages 4, 7, and 
9). Therefore, the lamp housing of Mizasawa cannot possibly anticipate claims 17, 25, and 27, 
which require "a generally planar shaped body." Accordingly, independent claims 17, 25, and 
27, and their dependent claims 18-24, 26, and 28, are patentable over the cited art and in 
condition for allowance. For at least the reasons set forth above, Appellants respectfully request 
reversal of the rejections. 

Issue 2: Rejections under 35 U.S-C. § 103 

Claims 6 and 22 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 4,488,206 to Mizusawa in view of Applicant's admitted prior art (Figures 1 and 2). 
Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 



15 



PAGE 19/29 * RCVD AT 2113/2006 12:29:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 • DNIS:2738300 » CSID:248 594 0610* DURATION (mm-ss):05-22 



02/13/2806 12:35 243-594-0610 RADER, FISHMAN PAGE 20/29 



Docket No.: 65783-0029 

Application No. : 10/621 ,629 

Claims 6 and 22, which depend from independent claims 1 and 17, respectfully, further 
define the plug (claim 1) and the pillar shield (claim 22) as a "one- P iece monolithic structure » 
In addition to being patentable as depending on an allowable base claim, claims 6 and 22 are 
separately patentable because the Examiner has failed to establish a prima facie case of 
obviousness with respect the Mizasawa patent, and Applicant's Figures 1 and 2. Prima facie 
obviousness requires a "showing of some objective teaching in the prior art or that knowledge 
generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art would lead that individual to combine the 
.elevantteachingsofthe reference," InreFritcK 972 F.2d 1260, 1265 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this 
case, there is no teaching or suggestion in Mizasawa to construct the lamp housing as a one- 
piece structure. In fact, the Mizasawa patent and Figures 1 and 2 are incompatible. The lamp 
housing includes a lamp case, which inherently houses a lamp. In fact, as set forth above, 
Mizusawa limited the lamp housing to structures capable of housing a lamp. Indeed, the lamp 
housing would be incapable of housing a lamp if it was a one-piece structure. Therefore, for any 
of these reasons, dependent claims 6 and 22 are in condition for allowance. Appellants 
respectfully request the Board to reverse these rejections. 
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VIA- rONCXUSION 

la view of the foregoing, it is submitted that the final rejections of the pending claims are 
improper and should not be sustained. Therefore, a reversal of the final rejections of September 
12, 2005 is respectfully requested. 

It is believed that a fee of $500.00 is due with this Appeal Brief. Please charge our 
Deposit Account No. 18-0013, under Order No. 65783-0029, for aay fee due with this Appeal 
Brief. To the extent necessary, a petition for extension of time under 37 CF.R- § 1136 is 
hereby made, the fee for which should be charged to the above account. 



Dated: February 13, 2006 Respectfully submitted 




Glenn E. Forbis 

Registration No.: 40,610 
RADER, FISHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 
39533 Woodward Avenue, Suite 140 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304 
(248) 594-0636 
Attorney for Applicant 
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APPENDIX A 

A complete listing of the claims that are subject of this Appeal is as follows: 
1. AplugmsertedintoandencW^ 

securing a wire harness running within said hollow post, comprising: 

at least two locks projecting out from a surface of said plug and securing said plug within 
the opening, at least one of said locks being located* or nearafirst end of said plug, and at least 
one of Sai d locks being located at or near a second end of said plug, said locks recently 
engaging an edge of the opening and aligning said plug within the opening along a first axis; 

at least two tenders projecting out from said surface of said plug and recently 
engaging the edge of the opening and aligning said plug within the opening along a second axis, 

said resilient tensioners being located at or near a second edge of said plug; 

at least one stabilizer projecting out from said surface of said plug and resiliently 
engaging the wall, thereby exerting tension within the plug along a third axis; and 

at least one fastener for securing the wire harness to said plug. 

2. The plug according to claim 1, wherein sand first and second axes are approximately 
perpendicular to one another. 

3. The plug according to claim 1, wherein said third axis is perpendicular to said first and 
second axes. 
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4. The plug according to claim 1, wherein said first and second ends of said plug lie 
opposite to one another, and said first and second edges of said plug lie opposite to one another. 

5. The plug according to claim 1, wherein said hollow post is a pillar of an automobile. 

6 . The plug according to claim 1, wherein said plug is a one-piece monolithic structure. 

7. The plug according to claim 1 , wherein said at least one stabilizer comprises a pair of 
resilient protrusions extending out from said surface of said plug. 

8. The plug according to claim 1 , further comprising at least two stabilizers, with at least 
one of said stabilizers located near said first edge of said plug, and at least one of said stabilizers 
located near said second edge of said plug. 

9. The plug according to claim 1. wherein said fastener comprises at least one clip that 
projects out from said surface of said plug and secures the wire harness. 

10. The plug according to claim 1 , wherein said fastener comprises a tie that wraps around 
the wire harness and then attaches to said plug. 

11. The plug according to claim 1 , wherein each of said at least two locks initially engages 
the edge of the opening with a generally rounded end portion that promotes alignment of said 
plug respective to the opening. 
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12. The plug according to claim 1 , wherein each of said at least two tcnsioners initially 
engages the edge of the opening with a generally rounded end portion that promotes alignment 
of said plug respective to the opening. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Canceled) 

17. A pillar shield for securing a wire harness running within a pillar, the pillar including a 
wall having an opening with an edge, the pillar shield comprising: 

a generally planar-shaped body designed to close off the opening within the wall of the 

pillar; 

at least two clips projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, each of the at least 
two clips having resilient locks configured for securing said pillar shield within the opening in 
the wall and for being compressed by the edge of the opening to align said pillar shield within 

the opening along a first axis; 

at least two tensioners projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
tensioners each having a portion for being recently compressed by the edge of the opening, 
thereby aligning said pillar shield within the opening along a second axis; 
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at least two stabilizers projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
stabilizers arranged to be recently compressed by the wall of the pillar, thereby directing a 
force along a third axis tending to push the shield away from the wall; and 

at least one fastener for attaching the wire harness to said pillar shield. 

18. The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein said first axis lies approximately ninety 
degrees from said second axis. 



Shield according to claim 17, wherein said third axis lies perpendicular to said 



19. The pillar 
first and second axes. 

20. me pillar shield according to claim 1 7, wherein at least one of said clips is located at an 
end of said pillar shield, and at least one of said clips is located at an opposite end of said pillar 
shield. 

21. The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein at least one of said tensions is located 
nearby an edge of said pillar shield, and at least one of said tensioners is located nearby an 
opposite edge of said pillar shield. 

22. The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein said pillar shield is a one-piece 
monolithic structure, 

23. The pillar shield according to claim 17 wherein said fastener comprises at least one clip 
projecting out from said body of said pillar shield and securing the wire harness. 
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24. The pillar shield according to claim 17, wherein said fastener comprises a tie that wraps 
around the wire harness and then attaches to said pillar shield. 

25. A pillar shield for securing a wire harness running within a pillar, the pillar including a 
wall having an opening with an edge, the pillar shield.comprising: 

a generally planar-shaped body designed to close off the opemng within the wall ofthe 

pillar; 

at least two clips projecting out from said body of said pillar shield each ofthe at least 
two clips having resilient locks configured for securing said pillar shield within the opening in 
the wall and for being compressed by the edge ofthe opening to align said pillar shield within 

the opening along a first axis; 

at least two stabilizers projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
stabilizers arranged to be recently compressed by the wall ofthe pillar, thereby directing a 
force along a second axis tending to push the shield away from the wall; and 

at least one fastener for attaching the wire harness to said pillar shield. 

26. The pillar shield according to claim 25, wherein said first axis lies approximately ninety 
degrees from said second axis, 

27. A pillar shield for securing a wire harness running within a pillar, the pillar including a 
wall having an opening with an edge, the pillar shield.comprising: 

a generally planar-shaped body designed to close off the opening within the wall ofthe 

pillar; 
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at least two clips proj ecting out from said body of said pillar shield each of the at least 
two clips having resilient locks configured for securing said pillar shield within the opening in 
the wall and for being compressed by the edge of the opening to align said pillar shield within 

the opening along a first axis; 

at least two tensioners projecting out from said body of said pillar shield, said at least two 
tensioners each having a portion for being resiliency compressed by the edge of the opening, 
thereby aligning said pillar shield within the opening along a second axis; and 

at least one fastener for attaching the wire harness to said pillar shield. 

28. The pillar shield according to claim 27, wherein said first axis lies approximately ninety 
degrees from said second axis. 
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X. F.VTDENCE A PPENDIX 
NONE. 
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XI. BF.T.ATED gjlQCEEDINS APPENDIX 

NONE. 



25 



PAGE 29/29 * RCVD AT 2/13/2006 12:29:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/30 • DNIS:2738300 * CSID:248 594 0610 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-22 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAYSCALE DOCUMENTS 

13 LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



